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Effects of Technology on Privacy 
Introduction
Human beings value the protection of their personal sphere of life and as well as their privacy. Technology is transforming the world we exist in, and we should be concerned about our privacy. The technological advancement comes with several opportunities that assist us to maintain our privacy depending on the circumstances. Altogether, the same technological advancements have made it nearly impossible for us to have privacy. Some devices and systems can assist us to get privacy but can also be used to breach privacy. Privacy can be defined as the right to be left alone and free from unjustified personal intrusions and surveillance. A person should be able to determine when and the amount of personal information can be communicated to others. We are surrounded by technology, and it advances every day faster than we can keep up, Albert Einstein quotes “It has become appallingly obvious that our technology has exceeded our humanity” (Cate, 1997). Have we given up our humanity when it comes to privacy today? The recent progress in technology has threatened privacy and have minimized control over personal information and opened up a likelihood of a variety of negative consequences. This has become an era of big data, and the improved t6echnology allow for processing and storage of huge amounts of data. I believe we have given up our privacy due to the convenience of technology       
Discussion
People seem not to care about privacy despite the data of identity theft. Identity theft can be described as the attempted or successful misuse of bank account, credit card, as well as other personal information to carry out fraud. This form of theft is projected to surpass conventional theft as the top form of property crime. As it is, everyone should be prepared to become a victim at one time. The theft of credit card data is growing explosively, increasing by half between 2005 and 2010, as shown by the statistics from the US Department of Justice. It is estimated that millions of card numbers are up for sale, ranging in prices from between ten dollars to hundreds of dollars. The advancement in technology has increased the ease and risk of identity theft, and as a result identity theft has become big business. Technology has made it easy to write programs to steal personal information. For instance, it is projected that these programs grew to about a hundred and thirty million from only one million in 2007. The most prosperous identity thieves have realized that it is more profitable to hack into organizations and large businesses, where they can steal thousands or millions of credit cards. However, people do not seem to care about privacy despite the increasing cases of identity theft. The companies and businesses that have been hacked suffered losses of between $150 and $200 for each card stolen, arising in the form of legal settlements, consultation fees, and resources spend on notifying the customers. In the long run, these expenses are passed to the customers in the form of increased credit-card fees and retail prices. The majority of identity theft cases are not investigated because they go unreported. The affected organizations always opt to clean up the harm from an attack, but not to invest in better precautionary measures (Anderson, 2013). The situation will not improve unless customers pressurize these businesses to get serious about security.    
People are willing to share information while being watched. It has long been accepted that the advancements in technology drive social change. The introduction of the body-worn technologies is changing the manner in which people interact with one another and with their environment, as well as with themselves. The introduction of these gadgets breaches the gap between humans and technology, as they join together into one. These gadgets have sensors that collect all kinds of data, and they include cameras that record life events throughout the time. The data collected may be wirelessly transmitted to a private or public database where they are stored and may be available for public view under certain conditions. The sensors that are rooted in the human bodies actively collect information about the surrounding environments including the personal information of the wearers as well as of the other people around them. This information can be minor or major, such as recordings of sexual wrongdoings or events pertinent to court proceedings. The collection of this information is done knowingly or unknowingly with or without the consent of the people. Nevertheless, people are willing to share information while being watched. This process is fueled by the increased abilities to respond to a perceived need or problem (Michael, K., & Michael, M, 2013). Also, rising cases of terrorism attack contribute as a justification, especially in the field of proactive intelligence such as early detection and effective response to security threats. The primary area of technological response is the growth of surveillance capacities, which happened chiefly at the government level. However, the technology is largely being used by private citizens as well as commercial enterprises. For instance, the recording of the Boston Marathon bombing was obtained from a nearby Lord & Taylor department store. Also, the video clip that showed the shooting of US Representative Gabrielle Gifford was retrieved from a nearby Safeway grocery store. Nowadays, private and commercial buildings have surveillance for their protection (Mack, 2014).        
As our technology for things increases so does our loss of implied privacy. Today, the federal government has much access than ever before to our private lives, but this goes uncontested because technology allows the invasion to be hardly noticeable. The technological advancement makes surveillance possible without being detected. While it has been brought to the public knowledge due to security leaks, the government will most likely continue monitoring the people in an attempt to ward off future security threats, and technology will make this unparalleled surveillance barely discernible. The recent security leaks revealed several domestic surveillance programs. However, most people seemed not to care about it despite the reality of the surveillance programs being broadcasted widely. Also, the people did seem to see the government intrusion as being oppressive. As the technology continues to advance, the capability of the government to collect and store metadata expands, and the privacy of the citizens will continue to be eroded. Currently, the federal government has the machinery to dig out and counteract nearly any terror plan that is discussed through the phone or electronic communication. Improved technology will expand the watchfulness to public spaces. Also, NSA is building a huge storage center that will be used for recording electronic communications and phone calls in the US as well as targeted surveillance beyond their borders (Dan, n.d). As the technology advances, there is a need to strike a balance between the power and liberty of citizens and state security. As technology increases, the privacy of the citizens will be eroded more and more.
Conclusion
The technological advancement comes with several opportunities that assist us to maintain our privacy depending on the circumstances, but the same technological advancements have made it nearly impossible for us to have privacy. We are surrounded by technology, and it advances every day faster than we can keep up. I believe we have given up our privacy due to the convenience of technology. People seem not to care about privacy despite the data of identity theft. The majority of identity theft cases are not investigated because they go unreported. The affected organizations always opt to clean up the harm from an attack, but not to invest in better deterrent measures. The situation will not improve unless customers pressurize these businesses to get serious about security. Also, people are willing to share information while being watched. The primary area of technological response is the growth of surveillance capacities, which happened chiefly at the government level. However, the technology is largely being used by private citizens as well as commercial enterprises. As it is, as our technology for things increases so does our loss of implied privacy.
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